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Th is year, Glendale City Church celebrates its 105th Anniversary. In recognition of each anniversary, we retell the story of our ori-
gins, including how we fi rst congregated with 29 members in the parlor of the Adventist Sanitarium, led by the fi rst Southern California 
Conference President, Elder G. W. Reaser. In 1928 our church caught fi re, but by 1930, we built a new church and Sanctuary—the structure 
we worship in today. Lives of the pastors and church members who made an impact are spoken of in our retelling, but little is said of the 
Chapel. Th e Chapel of the Good Shepherd this month celebrates its 51st Anniversary...and its story is long overdue. 
 In 1956, Elder Francis Bush was the Senior Pastor and was leading a congregation of 1,703 members, so the Sanctuary's seating 
capacity had the Church bursting at the seams. Th ere was a very dynamic Youth Program; the morning Sabbath School was a mini-service in 
its own right; the welfare department—the Dorcas Society—was ever busy collecting and providing items for those in need, just as quickly 
as they collected goods; and the choir had no rehearsal room. Elder Bush recognized that expansion was needed, if not essential to the life 
of the church:

 And so, a proposal for a new additional structure was adopted at Church Board on February 13, 1957. Th e architect to design the 
1930’s church was contracted again to make certain that the two new buildings appeared to belong to each other. A fundraising campaign 
was launched the following year. Th e aim was to build the structure without borrowing any money. A debt-free plan in three stages was uti-
lized: For every phase of the building, at least 75% of the funds needed to be held in cash. Th e fi rst stage was laying the foundation, to which 
funds were immediately made available. However, the second stage (the structure) and third stage (interior fi nishing and furnishing) both 
required fundraising. Groundbreaking took place on Sunday, April 27, 1958, with all the pastoral staff  and committee members present, 
including Southern California Conference President R. R. Bietz (brother of Senior Pastor Arthur L. Bietz, 1961-1970), architect George 
W. Postle, and the City of Glendale’s Mayor Zelma Bogue, as well as a handful of church members. 
 With much enthusiasm and generosity, the unfurnished building was completed on September 20, 1959, with its Dedication Ser-
vice to follow on February 6, 1960. Th e fi nal cost of the building total was $310,000. Th is new structure gave a home to the Dorcas Society, 
the choir, Sabbath Classes for Youth, the new Chapel dedicated to Youth Worship Services (Friday and Saturday), new opportunities for 
smaller weddings and funeral services, as well as a Fellowship Hall—complete with 350-person capacity. Over the decades, this new addi-
tion has given City Church the capability to continue its ministries without the need for additional space. In the mid-1980’s, A+ Adventist 
Children’s Center was able to utilize the extra space for its daycare ministry, which is still here today. 
 In the past 50 years, the Chapel has undergone two refurbishings. Th e fi rst occurred in 1989 with new carpet, reupholstered pews, 
drapes, paint, and revamping of the PA system. Th e last refurbishing took place in 2008. Th ose who sat on the committee included Robert 
and Sandy Peterson, Beverly Tarr, Pamela Kermgard, Robert Ohanian, and David Ferguson. Th e committee was unique in that its members 
decided to work by consensus on all aspects of the project rather than appoint a chairperson. Th e work included the painting of the Chapel’s 
interior, as well as the Narthex, new carpet, new lighting, new pews, new front doors that replicated the Sanctuary doors, and upgrading 
the PA system. Th e 1989 project tried to preserve the original interior, which was modern for 1960, but completely unrelated to the 1930’s 
Sanctuary Spanish Colonial Rivaval architecture. Th e goal of the 2008 project was to relate the two structures’ interior designs as much 
as possible. A debt-free plan was implemented, as well as a fundraising campaign. Th e fi nal completion of the Chapel would be a new sign 
outside reading, “Chapel of the Good Shepherd.” When all of this was completed, the next phase in its refurbishment was installing a new 
organ. 
 Th e installation of a new organ began in late 2009 and was completed at the end of Summer 2010 (although fi nal touches have been 
made to it here and there, the latest being in early 2011). Th e original organ installed in 1960 was a Conn Electric organ with two chambers. 
It had been nonfunctioning for sometime—long enough to make people believe that there was never an organ in the Chapel to begin with! 
Aft er careful researching by the Music Committee, the organ chosen was a Rodgers instrument—installed by Robert Tall & Associates of 
San Dimas, California. New air chambers needed to be installed in the walls of the Chapel with a reworking of the electrical conduits was 
also necessary. Church members Wally Rabello (contractor) and Steve Ungson (electrician) agreed to do the work we required. Facilities 
manager Wayne Libby designed the outside pipe work (which contains pipes salvaged from the original 1930’s Sanctuary organ), and he 
was key to the overseeing of this project.  

 Today we dedicate this newly refurbished Chapel, a house of worship that has served City Church for so many decades. May it con-
tinue to bless its members and all its welcomed visitors.

“To fail to meet today’s challenge would be to fail to be the Church of God. It is further a fact of church life that a new generation cannot 
prosper as a church if content to reap the bene� ts of the sacri� ces of their predecessors, while making little of their own. Today’s Church will 
be our church only if we who are here now make it what it is by our love and sacri� ce. � e church that fails to do this will soon be dormant 
and obsolete.”

History of the Chapel & Organ



Invocation	 	 	 																																																						Cherise Gardner

Special	Music		 								“Freedom Train”                    Composer Unknown
           “This Little Light of Mine”                         arr. Helgen
               GCC Children’s Choir
                       Lissie Quishenberry, Director

Piano	Solo	 	 									“Waltz in A Minor”	 																																	Chopin	
	 																																												Ellee Posner

GCC	Youth	Drama	Group	Presentation
Keyboard	Interlude	 “Amazing Grace”																															Traditional

Joseph Chilopoulos

Special	Music	 														“Jubilate Deo”                                     Praetorius
                     “Santo, Santo, Santo”               arr. Parish
                     GCC Children’s Choir

Piano	Solo		 	 														“Sonata in C”																																													Mozart
             Kristina Wahagheghe

History	of	the	Chapel	of	the	Good	Shepherd			 	Robert Ohanian
			&	2010	Organ	Installation	 	 	 	 							Wayne Libby

Special	Music		 					     “The Tree Song”            K. Medema
                        “Gaudeamus Hodie”     N. Sleeth
                    GCC Children’s Choir

Piano accompaniment: Kathy Dryden; Flute, conga: Erin Breen

Organ	solo		 	 																					“Aria”            Michael Burkhardt

Litany of Dedication
LEADER: Today we seek God’s blessing as we gather with thankful-
ness to rededicate this Chapel and dedicate this organ to His glory.  God 
has given us the gift of music and to Him we sound our praise.  Praise 
the Lord, praise God in His holy place.  To the glory of God, Creator, 
Redeemer, and Sustainer, that we may joyfully worship our Lord.
     
					CONGREGATION: We dedicate this organ and rededicate  
     this Chapel as offerings of praise.

L: Believing that instruments of sacred music are of God and should be 
used forever in thanksgiving and praise unto the name of the Lord.
    
     C: We dedicate this organ as an instrument of praise and this 
     Chapel to the glory of God.

L: In gratitude to God for providential love as manifested so richly in 
the beauty of this organ and in the majesty of its tones.
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Prelude	 	 						“Voluntary on Siroe”       Charles Callahan                            
                                          Taylor Ruhl, Organist
Welcome	 	 	 	 	 	 										Dave Ferguson

Hymn	of	Praise				“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”           
1. Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, 

God of glory, Lord of love;
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee,

Hail Thee as the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 

Drive the dark of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness, 
Fill us with the light of day!

2. All Thy works with joy surround Thee,
Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays, 
Stars and angels sing around Thee,

Center of unbroken praise; 
Field and forest, vale and mountain,

Bloss’ming meadow, flashing sea, 
Chanting bird and flowing fountain, 

Call us to rejoice in Thee.

3. Thou art giving and forgiving, 
Ever blessing, ever blest,

Well-spring of the joy of living, 
Ocean-depth of happy rest!

Thou the Father, Christ our Brother — 
All who live in love are Thine:

Teach us how to love each other,
Lift us to the joy divine.

     C: We dedicate this organ as an instrument of praise and this 
     Chapel to the glory of God.

L: To bear up the melody of psalm and hymn and spiritual song in such 
ways that all may go forth from this holy place with high resolve to do 
God’s will.
     
					C: We dedicate this organ as an instrument of praise and this 
     Chapel as a place holy for God.

L: To kindle the flame of devotion, that all who assemble here may 
worship You, O God, in spirit and truth.
     
     C: We dedicate this organ as an instrument of praise and this 
     Chapel as a place holy for God.

L: To comfort the sorrowing and cheer the faint, to bring purity and 
peace into our hearts, and to lead all who enter here for worship to find 
the way to eternal life.

     C: We dedicate this organ as an instrument of praise and this 
     Chapel as a place holy for God.

L:  For all who compose the sounds and harmonies that express the hid-
den feelings of our souls.

     C: We give you thanks, Oh Lord.

L: For this organ, now set apart within this Chapel, for its material 
components, for those who designed it and built it, and for those who 
will bring its sounds to life.

     C: We give you thanks, Oh Lord.

L: For all who gave of themselves through time, talent and treasure to 
make this day possible.

     C: We give you thanks, Oh Lord.

L: For the renovations to this Chapel that made the installation of this 
organ possible  and which have added to the beauty of this sacred place 
dedicated to preaching, singing and worship.

     C: We give you thanks, Oh Lord.

Prayer	of	Dedication             Smuts van Rooyen

Organ	Postlude	 	 				“March in D”                   J. S. Bach


